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Advice on Planning a Dream Rebuild

Oradell Animal Hospital, in Paramus, N.J., took one year to plan and 
one year to remodel. Photos Courtesy of BDA Architecture.

 
By Somyr McLean Perry 
Veterinary Practice News

Practice owners in the midst of building a new hospital have more than aesthetics to plan for. A new clinic’s floor plan should improve workflow 
efficiency on a day-to-day basis, says Sal Longo of Crosby Longo Architecture Studio, LLC in Lafayette and New Orleans, La. 
 
He calls it proper program zoning and says to think of the new clinic in terms of zones: the treatment area, the laboratory, the pharmacy, the 
exam rooms, etc. Planning how these zones will lay out takes intimate knowledge of the entire veterinary staff’s workflow and movement 
through the hospital, Longo says. 
 
Nanette Walker Smith, RVT, of the Veterinary Support Personnel Network, agrees. 
 
Having worked in many a hospital where misplaced fixtures and poor floor plans made it difficult to move around, she developed a special 
interest in and studied veterinary architecture. 
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